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ANNUAL REPORTS SULL1VANT MOSS SOCIETY. 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 

Another good year may be recorded for the Sullivant Moss Society. 
With the constantly increasing membership, a wider geographical distribu- 
tion of its members, and an even better Bryologist we may expect a still 
more beneficial year to follow. An examination of the list of members with 
regard to geographical distribution is rather striking. Of the forty- six states 
in the Union, twenty-five are represented. Besides these we have members 
from the District of Columbia, Nova Scotia, Canada, British Columbia, 
Brazil, New Zealand, Australia, Philipine Islands, Japan, Syria, Finland, 
Norway, Sweden, Germany, France, England, Ireland. This gives a splen- 
did opportunity for the exchange of mosses from different parts of the world. 
This is one feature of the club of which the writer believes that the members 
could take greater advantage than they do at present; allowance must of 
course be made for the interest of members and the time at their disposal 
for "offerings.*' However, to determine mosses, liverworts or lichens, a good 
herbarium is almost indispensable. The Bryologist has printed some ex- 
cellent articles this year, and we expect these to continue. The writer won-' 
ders whether other members also feel the lack of efficient keys to the genera 
and species of the bryophytes and lichens, especially the latter. It is to be 
hoped that some members may undertake the publication of good keys to the 
various genera, for use by members who are not specialists in the work. 

T. C. Frye. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 

The Sullivant Moss Society had in January, 190S, a membership roll of 
172 names. During the year ten members have withdrawn, and two have 
died, Mr. T. W. Naylor Beckett, of New Zealand, and Mrs. Amelia F. Eby, 
of Lancaster, Pa. Twenty-four new members have joined us so th t we 
start out in 1909 with 184 names on our list of members. 

The Society Moss Herbarium has been enriched by contributions from 
various members. Owing to the kindness of Dr. William Trelease, Director 
of the Missouri Botanical Gardens, a place has been found for our Herbarium 
in the nearly fireproof quarters where the Garden Herbarium is stored. 

The Secretary has tried as far as his time has permitted to get in touch 
with as many members as possible, many of whom display a great deal of 
enthusiasm and interest. Mr. Chamberlain has relieved the Secretary of a 
great deal of the work that former secretaries have done by naming mosses 
and securing the offerings for The Bryologist. 

During the past year there have been offered for free distribution to the 
members of the Sullivant Moss Society fifty species of mosses, exclusive of 
hapatics and lichens, contributed by twenty different members. These speci- 
mens can be secured by any member for the price of the return postage. In 
order to make this possible for members not resident in the United States, 
and hence compelled to pay a much greater postage rate, Mr. Chamberlain 
some two or three years ago undertook to secure specimens of all the moss 



offerings for those foreign members who cared to receive them, forwarding 
the same twice each year. There are now eight of these members who are 
now regularly receiving the specimens. Any member who is not a resident 
in the United States can have the specimens forwarded upon notifying Mr. 
Chamberlain of the wish to receive them. It is hoped that such members 
may be able to occasionally offer to the Members of the Society specimens of 
the mosses common in their own countries, but rare or absent in this. Sev- 
eral such offerings have already been made, and members who have mate- 
rial that can be used in this way are urged to communicate with Mr. Cham- 
berlain. It is hoped that more of the species peculiar to North America can 
be offered in the future. 

During 1909 we hope to see as many or more offered to the members, 
and also hope that a larger number will participate in this distribution. 

If a member has twenty specimens (ordinary sized packets) of a given 
species it can be offered. N. L. T. Nelson. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

The following statement for the year beginning December 1, 1007, and 
ending December 1, 1903, is respectfully submitted: 

Receipts. 

By cash on hand December 1, 1907 $ 73 80 

By dues from members 180.75 

$254-55 
Disbursements. 

To The Bryologist $169. 10 

To G. K. Merrill Expressage on Lichen Herb, to Washington, D. C. . 1.60 

To M. F. Miller Herb, supplies 2. 75 

To Dr. Bailey Expressage on Moss Herb, to St. Louis 7.35 

To Secretary for Postage, etc 4.00 

$184.80 
To cash on hanl December 1, 1908 69.75 

$254.55 

THE REPORT OF ELECTION. 

The present board of officers is re-elected for another term of service. 

Whole number of votes cast 10 

For President— Dr. T. C. Frye 10 

For Vice-Pres. — Miss C. C. Haynes 10 

For Secretary — Mr. N. L. T. Nelson 10 

For Treasurer — Mrs. A. M. Smith 10 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harriet Wheeler. 
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REPORT OF THE LICHEN DEPARTMENT. 

The following report dates from March, 1908: 

The Lichen Herbarium of the Society contains at present 594 specimens, 
representing 48 genera and 266 species and varieties ; 137 specimens have been 
added since the above date, and of these 57 were new to the Herbarium. A 
large number of lichens have been sent in for determination and it is hoped 
that a great many more will be sent in during 1909 ! 

Unfortunately, the custodian was prevented by illness from doing much 
botanical work for several months, and so more than half are still unnamed ; 
however, they are now being studied as rapidly as possible, and members 
will receive the names of their lichens more promptly during the coming year. 
The largest contributions were from Mr. Bonser, Miss Croswell, Mr. Wright, 
Mrs. Lowe, and Dr. Brenckle ; there are also many smaller ones from other 
members. Our thanks are due to Prof. Fink and Mr. Merrill for kind assist- 
ance in determining the lichens. 

A duplicate list of all the specimens in the Lichen Herbarium, up to 
date, has been prepared, and will be loaned to any members who will take 
the trouble to send the postage for it. Members may also have the privilege 
of borrowing the specimens, if they return them within a reasonable time, 
and pay the cost of transportation to and from their homes. 

If all members of the Society who are interested in lichens will kindly 
send in lists of the species they have collected in any part of the world — and 
especially in North America — a general list could then be made out and added 
to, or corrected from time to time, and a copy of this general list could then be 
loaned to the members. The carrying out of this would certainly add much 
to our knowledge of the distribution of species; and the custodian will gladly 
prepare the general list if the members will do their part. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary F. Miller. 

REPORT OF HEPATIC DEPARTI1ENT. 

It is delightful to make known the generosity of members interested in 
this Department. There are new contributors, and a majority of the old ones 
continue to send. A partial result of their work is shown in two published 
lists and others are in preparation. This year Massachusetts leads with one 
hundred and twenty-five specimens sent by two students, Miss Helen E. 
Greenwood and Mr. C. C. Kingman ; seventy-five numbers of these speci- 
mens are in the Herbarium. The following names bear witness to the truth 
of my opening statements, adding localities: Dr. J. H. Brenckle, North 
Dakota; Mr. C. B. Chamberlain, Scandinavia; Rev. H. Dupret, Canada; Dr. 
Evans, Conn. ; A White Mt. set of seventy-seven species, collected July, 
1908, Sullivant Moss Society Committee, Dr. Evans, Chairman; Mr. A. S. 
Foster. Washington and Oregon; Dr. T. C. Frye, Washington; Dr. Grout, 
North Carolina; Mr. W. E. Haydock, New Jersey; C, C. Haynes, 2d issue 
American Hepatics; duplicates of English, French and Madagascan species, 
collected by Messrs. Pearson, Douin and l'Abbe Lacouture ; Mr. A. J. Hill. 
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British Columbia; Mrs. J. D. Lowe, Nova Scotia; Miss A. Lorenz, New 
Hampshire and Connecticut; Miss M. F. Miller, Maryland and New York; 
Mr. N. L. T. Nelson, Missouri; Mr. W. E. Nicholson, England; Prof. Shutai 
O'Kamura, Japan ; Gen'l Paris, Madagascan species in exchange ; Mr. C. C. 
Plitt, Maryland; Mr. Severin Rapp, Florida; Dr. C. B. Robinson, Canada; 
Dr. J .L. Sheldon, West Virginia and Connecticut, Five hundred and forty- 
one specimens were added to our Herbarium bringing the number to one 
thousand, six hundred and twenty-five This consists of eighty-eight genera 
and four hundred and two species. We are indebted to the following for 
quantities of duplicates: Miss Miller, Dr. Frye, Messrs. Chamberlain and 
Rapp, and Rev. Dupret. I cannot close without a warm word of gratitude 
to Dr. Evans for verifications and determinations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Highlands, New Jersey. Caroline Coventry Haynes. 



SULLIVANT MOSS SOCIETY NOTES. 

The friends of Dr. Grout will be pleased to learned that he has been 
promoted to be First Assistant in Curtis High School on Staten Island. His 
address in future will be New Dorp, Richmond Co., New York. 

Since the reports and list of Society members were in type two more 
names have heen sent in making our membership on January ist total 186 — 
Mr. S. L. Schumo, S. W. Corner 22d and Poplar streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
and Mr. W. Ralph Jones, 863 Harlem ave., Baltimore, Md. 

To the Members of the Sulllvant Moss Society: 

Dear Friends and Associates: This letter is written merely to clear up 
some misapprehensions and to give you a chance to express your opinion. 

As many of you know, I took a prominent part in the organization of the 
Chapter and still retain a very active interest in its work though others are 
officiating, as I hoped would be the case when the Chapter was started. The 
Sullivant Moss Chapter was founded following the example of the Linnaean 
Fern Chapter of which I was an early member. 

When the Agassiz Association suspended active work some years ago 
the Fern Chapter changed its name, and the Moss Chapter severed all rela- 
tions with the A. A. but decided not to change its name thinking it imma- 
terial or unnecessary. The severance of the Sullivant Moss Chapter from 
the A. A. was by unanimous consent of the executive committee, as it was 
thought no vote would be necessary to sever a growing stolon from the 
apparently defunct parent stem. Since the Agassiz Association has been 
revived or recreated some misapprehension has arisen. While we all wish 
the new movement success it is possible that a change of name to The Sul- 
livant Moss Society would be advisable for us. 

Let us have the benefit of your opinion on this question. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. Grout, Curtis High School, New Brighton, 

November 30, 1908. Richmond Co., New York. 



